
The​ ​Jesse ​ ​Tree ​ ​Advent​ ​Calendar 
 

This​ ​is​ ​an​ ​Advent​ ​calendar​ ​that​ ​is​ ​based​ ​on​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​Jesse​ ​tree. ​ ​​ ​If ​ ​you​ ​are ​ ​not​ ​familiar​ ​with​ ​the​ ​Jesse ​ ​tree, 

it’s​ ​a​ ​traditional​ ​Advent​ ​symbol,​ ​inspired​ ​by​ ​the​ ​passage​ ​from ​ ​Isaiah​ ​(11:1-2)​ ​– ​ ​“A ​ ​shoot​ ​shall​ ​sprout​ ​from ​ ​the 

stump​ ​of ​ ​Jesse, ​ ​and​ ​from ​ ​his​ ​roots​ ​a​ ​bud​ ​shall​ ​blossom.​ ​The​ ​spirit​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​Lord​ ​shall​ ​rest​ ​upon​ ​him…”​ ​This​ ​passage 

has​ ​been​ ​read ​ ​as​ ​a​ ​prophecy​ ​about​ ​the​ ​coming​ ​of ​ ​Christ,​ ​which​ ​identifies​ ​Jesse​ ​(King​ ​David’s​ ​father)​ ​as​ ​his 

ancestor.​ ​A​ ​Jesse​ ​Tree ​ ​identifies​ ​many​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​ancestors​ ​of ​ ​Jesus​ ​Christ​ ​–​ ​sometimes​ ​going​ ​all​ ​the​ ​way​ ​back​ ​to 

Adam.​ ​The ​ ​point​ ​is​ ​not​ ​so​ ​much ​ ​to​ ​focus​ ​on​ ​a​ ​bloodline,​ ​but​ ​to​ ​highlight​ ​the​ ​fact​ ​that​ ​the​ ​Bible​ ​tells​ ​one​ ​great 

story​ ​with​ ​many​ ​faithful​ ​(and​ ​not​ ​so​ ​faithful!)​ ​people​ ​trying​ ​to​ ​follow​ ​God​ ​since ​ ​the​ ​beginning​ ​of ​ ​time,​ ​ultimately 

culminating​ ​in​ ​Jesus​ ​Christ. 

 

This​ ​Advent​ ​calendar​ ​draws​ ​from ​ ​the​ ​idea​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​Jesse​ ​tree, ​ ​which​ ​is ​ ​to​ ​give ​ ​the​ ​“big​ ​picture” ​ ​of ​ ​salvation​ ​history 

as​ ​we ​ ​journey​ ​through​ ​Advent.​ ​On​ ​each​ ​day​ ​of ​ ​Advent,​ ​a​ ​scripture ​ ​story​ ​is​ ​told,​ ​starting​ ​with​ ​the​ ​creation​ ​of ​ ​the 

world​ ​and​ ​ending​ ​with​ ​the​ ​birth​ ​of ​ ​Jesus.​ ​Jesus ​ ​is​ ​the​ ​culmination​ ​of ​ ​an​ ​exciting,​ ​dramatic,​ ​and​ ​often​ ​rather ​ ​messy 

story​ ​of ​ ​God’s​ ​relationship​ ​with​ ​his​ ​people​ ​– ​ ​This​ ​calendar​ ​will​ ​take​ ​you​ ​through​ ​some ​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​highlights​ ​of ​ ​this 

story​ ​as​ ​it​ ​leads​ ​to​ ​Christ.​ ​Remember, ​ ​the​ ​main​ ​point​ ​of ​ ​this​ ​story​ ​is​ ​that​ ​God​ ​never ​ ​gives ​ ​up​ ​on​ ​His​ ​people​ ​– ​ ​He 

has​ ​loved​ ​us​ ​since ​ ​the​ ​beginning​ ​of ​ ​time,​ ​and​ ​He ​ ​will​ ​always​ ​love​ ​us,​ ​no​ ​matter ​ ​what. 

 

How​ ​To​ ​Use ​ ​This​ ​Calendar​ ​At​ ​Home 

 

Because​ ​Advent​ ​lasts​ ​a​ ​different ​ ​number​ ​of ​ ​days​ ​each ​ ​year​ ​(depending​ ​on​ ​what​ ​day​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​week ​ ​Christmas​ ​falls 

on),​ ​this​ ​calendar​ ​is​ ​designed​ ​with​ ​25​ ​days,​ ​beginning​ ​on​ ​December​ ​1​st​,​ ​so​ ​that​ ​it​ ​can​ ​be ​ ​used​ ​any​ ​year. ​ ​​ ​On 

November​ ​30​ ​or ​ ​on​ ​the​ ​first​ ​day​ ​of ​ ​Advent,​ ​set​ ​out​ ​your​ ​Jesse​ ​tree ​ ​and​ ​talk​ ​to​ ​your​ ​kids​ ​about​ ​how​ ​you’ll​ ​be ​ ​using 

it​ ​this​ ​Advent.​ ​Read​ ​the​ ​scripture ​ ​verse ​ ​(from ​ ​Isaiah)​ ​listed​ ​on​ ​the​ ​chart,​ ​and​ ​bless​ ​your​ ​Jesse​ ​tree. 

 

Starting​ ​on​ ​December​ ​1st,​ ​there ​ ​is​ ​one​ ​round​ ​paper​ ​symbol​ ​for ​ ​each​ ​day.​ ​Look​ ​at​ ​the​ ​chart​ ​to​ ​find​ ​out​ ​what 

symbol​ ​you​ ​need. ​ ​Then​ ​introduce​ ​the​ ​story​ ​that​ ​goes​ ​with​ ​it.​ ​There ​ ​are ​ ​several ​ ​options​ ​here.​ ​Do​ ​whatever ​ ​works 

best​ ​for ​ ​your​ ​family!  

1)​ ​You​ ​can​ ​read ​ ​the​ ​scripture​ ​passage​ ​listed​ ​on​ ​the​ ​chart. ​ ​(I’ve​ ​tried​ ​to​ ​cut​ ​down​ ​the​ ​stories​ ​to​ ​a​ ​manageable 

length,​ ​but​ ​it’s​ ​hard!)​ ​This​ ​is​ ​will​ ​give ​ ​you​ ​the​ ​best​ ​overall​ ​picture​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​story,​ ​but​ ​may​ ​only​ ​work​ ​for ​ ​older​ ​kids 

with​ ​a​ ​longer​ ​attention​ ​span.  

2)​ ​You​ ​can​ ​read ​ ​the​ ​shorter​ ​scripture ​ ​passage​ ​listed​ ​on​ ​the​ ​chart​ ​– ​ ​To​ ​shorten​ ​things​ ​up,​ ​some ​ ​bits​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​story 

may​ ​be ​ ​cut​ ​out,​ ​so​ ​you​ ​may​ ​have​ ​to​ ​introduce​ ​the​ ​story​ ​a​ ​little​ ​bit​ ​in​ ​your​ ​own​ ​words​ ​first. 

3)​ ​For ​ ​younger​ ​kids,​ ​the​ ​best​ ​option​ ​may​ ​be ​ ​to​ ​find​ ​these ​ ​stories​ ​in​ ​a​ ​children’s​ ​Bible​ ​and​ ​read ​ ​them​ ​from ​ ​there, 

where ​ ​the​ ​words​ ​will​ ​be ​ ​simple​ ​and​ ​there ​ ​will​ ​be ​ ​good​ ​pictures​ ​to​ ​share. ​ ​​ ​However,​ ​a​ ​few ​ ​stories​ ​(Nehemiah,​ ​for 

one!)​ ​may​ ​not​ ​be ​ ​in​ ​a​ ​children’s​ ​Bible,​ ​even ​ ​though​ ​they​ ​are ​ ​important​ ​to​ ​the​ ​overall​ ​Biblical​ ​story. 

4)​ ​You​ ​can​ ​also​ ​just​ ​tell​ ​these ​ ​stories​ ​in​ ​your​ ​own​ ​words.​ ​(It​ ​might​ ​help​ ​to​ ​review​ ​the​ ​passage​ ​yourself​ ​first.) 

-If ​ ​you’re​ ​not​ ​familiar​ ​with​ ​one​ ​of ​ ​these​ ​stories,​ ​don’t​ ​worry ​ ​about​ ​it.​ ​This​ ​calendar​ ​can​ ​be ​ ​a​ ​learning​ ​experience 

for ​ ​the​ ​whole​ ​family!  

 

You​ ​can​ ​decide​ ​what​ ​kind​ ​of ​ ​“tree” ​ ​these ​ ​symbols​ ​will​ ​go​ ​on​ ​- ​ ​You​ ​can​ ​glue​ ​or ​ ​tape​ ​them ​ ​to​ ​a​ ​paper​ ​tree, ​ ​hang​ ​by 

hooks​ ​or ​ ​string​ ​on​ ​a​ ​small​ ​artificial​ ​tree, ​ ​or ​ ​anything​ ​else ​ ​you’d​ ​like​ ​to​ ​do! 

 

You​ ​may​ ​want​ ​to​ ​do​ ​this​ ​daily​ ​ritual​ ​in​ ​conjunction​ ​with​ ​your​ ​Advent​ ​wreath​ ​or ​ ​at​ ​dinner​ ​time​ ​or ​ ​bed​ ​time​ ​– ​ ​Do 

whatever ​ ​works ​ ​for ​ ​your​ ​family.​ ​We ​ ​have​ ​this​ ​calendar​ ​at​ ​home,​ ​and​ ​our​ ​kids​ ​really​ ​look​ ​forward ​ ​to​ ​doing​ ​it​ ​every 

year. ​ ​And​ ​every ​ ​year​ ​we ​ ​get​ ​a​ ​little​ ​better ​ ​grasp​ ​of ​ ​what​ ​this​ ​whole​ ​story​ ​is​ ​all​ ​about​ ​– ​ ​Which​ ​gives ​ ​us​ ​a​ ​greater 

sense ​ ​of ​ ​the​ ​significance​ ​of ​ ​Christ’s​ ​birth​ ​at​ ​Christmas.​ ​​ ​He ​ ​is ​ ​the​ ​climax ​ ​of ​ ​this​ ​incredible​ ​story! 

 

If ​ ​you​ ​have​ ​questions​ ​about​ ​this​ ​project, ​ ​please​ ​feel ​ ​free ​ ​to​ ​contact​ ​me.  

 

~​ ​Sara​ ​Larson​ ​(​larsonsa@archmil.org​,​ ​962-2443) 
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